EU Institute in Japan — Tokyo Consortium

Japan-EU Exchange

European Youths meet Japanese Students at the
EUIJ

On 22 October 2004 at the International Christian Uni-
versity and on 5 November 2004 at Hitotsubashi Uni-
versity, students of the EUIJ consortium universities
had the opportunity to meet young people from Eu-
rope to discuss and exchange ideas on topics related
to Japan, the EU and international interactions.

Students listening to Assistant Professor Middleton's lecture
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Sixty students from all over Europe (United King-
dom, Germany, France, Luxembourg, Ireland, Italy,
Spain, Bulgaria. . . etc.), all a part of the Japan Training
Programme for European Young People hosted by the
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, were divided into
two groups and visited the two Japanese Universities.

The thirty students that visited ICU attended a lec-
ture by Professor Richard Wilson from ICU's Division
of Humanities on “Japanese Culture; Moment and Ma-
terial” Then after lunch, they were splitinto v e groups
to discuss issues like family, culture, universities, envi-
ronment, EU. .. etc. with ICU students.

Whereas the students at Hitotsubashi University lis-
tened to the lecture on “The Japanese Society from a
Western Perspective” by Assistant Professor John Mid-
dleton from Hitotsubashi University's Graduate School
of Law. Afterwards the European visitors were split into
four groups to talk with the local students about Euro,
political affairs, societal issues, cultural concerns and
international interactions.

At the end of the day, the young Europeans visited
the clubs at the respective Universities. At ICU, stu-
dents witnessed the process of a traditional tea cer-
emony with the ICU Tea Ceremony Club, as well as
enjoying a performance from the Karate Club. At Hi-
totsubashi University the students joined the Kyudo
(Japanese archery) Club and had a taste of the
essence of Japanese martial arts.
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Discussion group about “What can Asia learn from the Eu-
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The First EUIJ International
Conference: The New Frontier
of the European Union

Professor Takako Ueta, International Christian Uni-
versity

On Januray 10, 2005, the rst EUIJ International Con-
ference, titled “The New Frontier of the European
Union,” was held at the International Christian Univer-
sity. Approximately two-hundred and fty people at-
tended where Ambassador Zepter from the Delegation
of the European Commission gave a keynote speech
on "EU—its Present and Future”.

During the morning session, representatives from
European Universities such as Germany's University of
Osnabriick, Holland's University of Maastricht, Praha's
Charles University, Belgian Free University of Brussels
and College of Europe Warszawa Campus, explained
their programmes on “How Do We Teach about the
European Union?” Mr. Sammaritano from the Direc-
torate General of the European Commission clari ed
the Commission's support programme for non-member
countries. On the Japanese side, the Director of the
EUIJ, Mr. Yamauchi, gave a general clari cation on
the adjoined EU course that the four universities will
share in April of this year. Furthermore, Assistant Pro-
fessor Morii from the University of Tokyo presented
DAAD's contribution for establishing the Tokyo Univer-
sity's DESK programme.

For the duration of the afternoon session, experts
invited from Europe reported on "New Topics on the
European Union,” such as economic governance, la-
bor and social issues, the Constitution and Enlarge-
ment, internal governance and politics, internal secu-
rity, civilian crisis management. .. etc., Professor Pre-
ston from Washington State University also explained
about trans-Atlantic relations.

Professor  Kimura,
former Ambassador
of Japan to the EU,
Director-General of
the EUIJ
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On behalf of Japan's part, Professor Nakamura from
the University of Tokyo explained the EU Constitution
from the Japanese viewpoint, Mr. Kogi, the Secretary-

General of the EU-Japan Fest Japan Committee, re-
ported on the cultural interaction between Europe and
Japan, and Ambassador Kimura, the Director-General
of the EUIJ, discussed the EU-Japan relationship. For
more details on the conference papers, please visit the
EUIJ homepage.
http://euij-tc.org/pg/clsw.html#symposiums:ICU
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1st EU-Japan Workshop on Corpo-
rate Social Responsib ility
held in Tokyo on 26 and 27 November 2004

With the support of the EU Institute in Japan — Tokyo
Consortium and the EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Co-
operation, the rst EU-Japan Workshop on “Corporate
Social Responsibility” took place at the Sano Shoin
Conference Centre at Hitotsubashi University. More
than forty experts from six EU Member States (Bel-
gium, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy and Sweden)
as well as from Japan participated in the workshop.
The main focus of the discussions were changing wage
systems on the one hand and the role of trade unions
on the other hand. The organiser of the workshop,
Prof. Dr. Gyérgy Széll, a professor from Hitotsub-
ashi University's Institute of Economic Research and
research fellow of the EU Institute in Japan as well as
Director of the Japan Research Centre of the Univer-
sity of Osnabrick, stressed the importance of closer
cooperation in this eld between the EU and Japan.
The proceedings of this meeting are scheduled to be
published in spring 2005. Moreover, the details of the
meeting, papers...etc., are available for download on
the EUIJ homepage:
http://euij-tc.org/pg/clsw.html#symposiums:Szell

At the nal panel representatives from the follow-
ing institutions were present (on the photo above from
left to right): Nikolaus Simon, Director, Hans Bdck-
ler Stiftung Fdt., Dusseldorf, Germany; Dr. Bernard
Thomann, Maison Franco-Japonaise, Tokyo; Prof. Dr.
Gyorgy Széll, chair; Dr. Wolfgang Pape, General
Manager, EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation,
Tokyo Of ce; Fujikazu Suzuki, Deputy Director Gen-
eral of Rengo-RIALS, Tokyo; Dr. Béla Galgoczi, Euro-
pean Trade Union Institute, Brussels.
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EUIJ Internship Report

Sumik o Iwasaki (Senior, Internationa | Studies, Internationa | Christian Univer sity)
was the r st participant of the EUIJ Internship programme (http:/euij-tc.org/pg/
scholarships.html). She has just come back from her 10 weeks internship at the Euro-
pean Parliament. This is her report.
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Working for the European Parliament as a
trainee

by Sumiko IWASAKI

The oppo rtunity . After having studied at the Institute
d'Etudes Europeennes (IEE), the Université Libre de
Bruxelles (ULB), for one year as an exchange student,
I had a wonderful opportunity to work for the European
Parliament (EP) as a trainee (“stagiaire”). | had always
dreamed about working for the European institutions
while studying at IEE/ULB, in order to learn how the
EU actually functions on a practical level. Although the
traineeship was unpaid, | was very lucky and grateful
to be funded by the EUIJ for my living expenses. Here
in this article, I would like to describe my experience of
the traineeship; mainly my work at the EP as well as
talking about the skills | acquired through the trainee-
ship.

My work at the European Parliament. From 20th
September to 30th November 2004, | was working
for the Secretariat of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs (AFET) in the EP. My supervisor, Ms. Rosemary
Opacic, is an administrator of the Secretariat and is
responsible for Asian and Balkan issues among the
relations with third countries. The mandate of AFET
covers 1) CFSP/ESDP (=Common Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy/European Security and Defence Policy) 2)
Relations with other European and international insti-
tutions 3) Strengthening political relations with third
countries 4) Monitoring the negotiations with acced-
ing countries 5) Issues on human rights, protection
of minorities and promotion of democratic values in
third countries. (For further information on the role
and activities of AFET, go to http://www.europarl.eu.int/
committees/afet_home.htm.)

My work mainly entailed supporting my supervisor
on Asian issues. My tasks were 1) to arrange meetings
whith of cials and diplomats from third countries 2)
to attend Committee Meetings and Inter-parliamentary
delegation meetings and make memos 3) to assist with
the making of reports and 4) to search and gather in-

formation on Asia in general.

During my time there, we received two delega-
tions from the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
(DPRK = North Korea), and held meetings to discuss
DPRK issues with Members of the EP (MEPs). The
human rights situation in Central Asia was also a cru-
cial issue, and | researched the current situation of hu-
man rights in Turkmenistan and made a brief report,
which my supervisor would discuss with a “rapporteur’
(an MEP who is responsible for drawing up the com-
mittee's report on a certain issue) in the AFET, and
the issue will soon be raised in AFET of whether the
EP will agree to rati cati on of the “Partnership and Co-
operation Agreement (PCA)” with Turkmenistan, which
was signed in 1998 by the European Community.

One of the latest issues the commmittee has been
dealing with is Iran's nuclear development. The Deputy
Foreign Minister of Iran was invited to the committee in
November for discussions with MEPSs; therefore, the
Secretariat of AFET prepared a brie ng on the situ-
ation leading up to the new agreement between EU3
(UK, France and Germany) and the Iranian govern-
ment. Moreover, not only these particular issues but
also daily activities such as attending committee meet-
ings and informal discussions helped me to understand
how MEPs and of cials of each directorate of the EP
work with each other, as well as the EP's relations with
the European Commission and other institutions. Now
there are 732 MEPs from 25 Member States since the
new elections in an enlarged EU. Working for the EP
means facing this reality through daily activities among
various people from all Member States and third coun-
tries.

| was there at the crucial moment that the new Com-
missioners designate were not approved immediately
by the EP for the rst time. The EP holds the compe-
tence of investiture of new Commissioners, so it was
a signi cant opportunity to reassure its power and re-
sponsibility. After a reshufe of a few Commission-
ers designate, the Barroso Commission was nally
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approved during the plenary session in November in
Strasbourg, surrounded by the media.

The best way to understand the EU. Although the pe-
riod of traineeship was short, it was a wonderful expe-
rience working for the EP. First, | learned much about
the situation in Asia, especially from a European per-
spective such as the issues of the DPRK, Central Asia
and Iran, which was different from the Japanese per-
spective. Secondly, it has been a great asset to get to
know people who are working for the EP and other Eu-
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Sumiko Iwasaki
together  with  her
supervisor, Ms. Rose-
mary Opacic, in front
of her of ce
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ropean institutions. They are hard workers as well as
being very friendly and tolerant. Being in the EP even
for 10 weeks has given me a much more empirical un-
derstanding than simply theoretical studies could. Now
| really appreciate this opportunity of working with the
Secretariat of AFET, and would hope that more stu-
dents from third countries have the opportunity to work
for the European institutions as a trainee, since | be-
lieve it the best way to understand the European Union
and its different political cultures.
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In this series we are intr oducing researchers of the EUIJ member
unive rsities talking about their EU related elds of research.
Hirotaka Watanabe, Professor of International Relations, Tokyo University of Foreign

Studies (TUFS)
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EU-US security cooperation toward a
Trusted Security Comm unity

by Hirotaka WATANABE

My recent research is mainly focused on the EU secu-
rity policy and the EU-US politico-security cooperation,
of which the objective is related to the possible estab-
lishment of the true alliance.

Relationships within an alliance are never totally
xed. Western Europe's attitude toward the United
States is an ambivalent one, based at times on the
image of the United States as a generous friend, and
other times on the perception of America as a bullying
rival. It is for this reason that, depending on the cir-
cumstances, Europe's views on the alliance may con-
ict with America's. Kissinger has labeled it a “troubled
partnership”; like any partnership, it is not a monolith,
and it is bound to involve strains.

If Europe's attitude toward the United States includes
feelings of resentment and rebellion alongside those of
friendship and respect, the same can naturally be said
of Japan. However, the EU-US relations as well as the
Atlantic alliance includes a set of processes whereby
these ambivalent feelings and rivalries are acknowl-
edged and overcome—that is, a system for building
consensus on the basis of shared norms and accepted
rules. In the Euro-American relations, regular consulta-
tions, norms of consensus building, and nonhierarchi-
cal relationships have enabled the countries of West-
ern Europe to cooperate with the United States while
asserting their own independence. Such a process is
predicated on a certain sense of community, born of
shared values.

I would not exaggerate the tense between Europe
and the US since the Iraq crisis. This difference has
not derived from that of the value to share for the ideal
of the world order, but from that of the perceptions and
methodological attitudes towards the Middle Eastern
countries and the Islamic World. Both of the Atlantic
pillars are inevitably led to the compromise and com-
mon posture based on the common value.

On the other hand, generally speaking, in both his-
torical and geopolitical terms, the U.S.-Japan relation-
ship of course differs considerably from the transat-
lantic relationship, but even allowing for this contrast,
we can hardly deny that the efforts to overcome the
gaps and to focus on shared values and principles
have been insuf cient.

The essential weakness of the Japan-U.S. alliance
lies in the lack of maturity, which is also a major reason
that it is hard to speak of Japanese autonomy within
the bilateral alliance as one would speak of European
autonomy within the context of the Atlantic partner-
ship. While Europe and America have reached an un-
derstanding on the common European defense policy,
Japanese discussions of the Japan-U.S. security rela-
tionship remain mired in such outdated concepts as the
“cork in the bottle theory’—the notion that the U.S. mil-
itary presence in Japan is protecting the rest of Asia by
keeping the genie of Japanese militarism from getting
out of the bottle.

It matters how we will be able to construct the more
matured and real alliance with the US and Europe in fa-
vor of the security community based upon the trilateral
decision-sharing as well as burden sharing.
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News & Announcements

The EU-Japan Centre for Industrial
Cooperation announces:

Managerial Trainin g Programme in Japan for EU
Managers:

1. Challeng e towards World Class Manufacturing

4-8 July 2005 (application deadline: 25 March) in
Japan

The course is aimed at senior decision makers with a background
in operations management and a personal knowledge and experi-
ence of methods of production excellence and who are responsible
for their companies' manufacturing strategy.
http://www.eujapan.com/europe/manufacture.html

2. HRTP-Japan Industr y Insight

6 June - 1 (or 8) July 2005 in Japan (application dead-
line: 25 March 2005)

This four-week programme (with a 5th optional week) in Japan is
targeted at European managers. It provides an outstanding op-
portunity to get within a short time an integrated in-depth view of
Japanese industrial structure and business practices.
http://www.eujapan.com/europe/hrtp.html
http://www.eujapan.com/europe/hrtp_eu.html
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Events & Activities

2nd Meeting of the Regular EUIJ Joint Re-
search Study Group on "The EU Economy"
“The Introduction of the Euro as a Supply Shock”
Speakers: Ms. Chikako OhashilJ Bank of Japan!Kand
Mr. Shinsuke OyamalJ Bank of Japan!K

26 January 2005

Hitotsubashi University, Mercury Tower 5F, EUIJ con-
ference room (# 3503)

http://euij-tc.org/pg/clsw.html

Open Lecture

“The impact of Euro and the future prosp ects”
The EU Integration (from the economical view-
point)

Speaker: Kiyoshi Kusaka (Nihon Keizai Shinbun, Inc.)
27 January 2005

International Christian University (ICU): Main Building
3 F #364

http://euij-tc.org/pg/clsw.html

3rd Meeting of the Regular EUIJ Joint Re-
search Study Group on "The EU Economy"
“Monetar y Integration of Central Eastern Europe
into the EURO Zone”

Speaker: Dr. Vladimir Bezdek (Senior Research Fel-
low, The National Bank of the Czech Republic)

10 March 2005

Hitotsubashi University, Mercury Tower 5F, EUIJ con-
ference room (# 3503)

http://euij-tc.org/pg/clsw.html

The EUIJ EU-Courses Programme

starts in April 2005.

For details on the offered courses please visit our
homepage:

http://euij-tc.org/pg/courses.html
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