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Message from the Head of the
Delegation of the European
Commission in Japan

It is a real pleasure for me to address the readers of
the rst issue of the newsletter of the EU Institute in
Japan.

First of all, | would like to congratulate the four uni-
versities, Hitotsubashi University, International Chris-
tian University, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and
Tsuda College, for having put together a work pro-
gramme which is rich in new EU related courses and a
number of international conferences dealing with mat-
ters such as “EU and peace”, “Teaching EU”, and sim-
ilar topics. For the rst time ever in Japan will students
be able to study all aspects of European integration
and obtain the certi cate of EU studies.

Secondly, | would like to add that yours is the rst
of two EU Institutes that will be operating in Japan in
2005. The second one will be selected before the end
of this year, and the result will be announced in the next
issue of this newsletter. Both institutes will be playing a
key role in the upcoming “EU-Japan Year of people to
People Exchanges”, and my hope is that both institutes
will work together from the outset to make this year a
success through your exchange programmes and out-
reach activities.

Finally, 1 wish all students and professors and ad-
ministative personnel involved in the EU Institute good
luck with this important pilot project, and | look forward
to participate in many of the planned events in the com-
ing months.

Bernhard Zepter

H.E. Mr.

Commission in Japan

Bernhard Zepter,
Ambassador and Head of the
Delegation of the European
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Inauguration Ceremony of the EUIJ

On June 22, 2004, the “EU Institute in Japan (EUIJ)
— Tokyo Consortium” celebrated its inauguration in at-
tendance of Romano Prodi, President of the European
Commission, and a number of other illustrious guests.
The rst EU Institute in Japan was initiated by the Eu-
ropean Commission. After its start for a preperatory
period of 6 months on April 1st and after a rst aca-
demic inauguration event on April 22, Mr. Prodi's visit
to Japan in order to attend the 13th EU-Japan Sum-
mit gave the opportunity for a rst public presentation
of the main goals of the institute. More than 200 in-
vited guests from the academic community, from busi-
ness as well as from public and private sectors relat-
ing to the EU — among others ambassadors of all 25
EU member states — joined the inauguration ceremoy;,
which took place at Tokyo's Palace Hotel.

Mr. Ishi, president of Hitotsubashi University, opend
the ceremony with a welcome speech in the name of
the four consortium universities: Hitotsubashi Univer-
sity, International Christian University, Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies and Tsuda College.

Then President Prodi gave an outline of the rea-
sons for the European Commission's commitment in
this project: “Among the vast majority of Japanese,
there is still little awareness of the European Union as
a political and economic entity — despite the fact that
the Union is the second market for Japanese exports,
the third source of imports and the foremost partner in
terms of direct investment.” Therefore, Mr. Prodi con-
cluded, the EU Institute in Japan was established to

.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

pursue the goals of the joint Action Plan, called “Shap-
ing our common future”, adopted at the EU-Japan
Summit in Brusses in 2001, which had “ushered in a
new decade of cooperation between Japan and the Eu-
ropean Union”. Mr. Prodi continued: “Mutual aware-
ness must be raised and knowledge increased. We
want to foster education, research and outreach ac-
tivities that focus on matters relating to the European
Union.”

Mr. Prodi emphasised in his speech that special at-
tention has to be given to the students, the main ad-
dressees of the EU Institute, who he called “our special
“goodwill ambassadors'. We want as many Japanese
students as possible to learn about Europe and the
European Union during their normal studies — not just
when they specialise in European studies”, Mr. Prodi
added. Later Mr.Prodi had a lively discussion with a
group of students of the consortium universities.

Further speeches were held by Senior Vice Minister
Masatoshi Abe of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Senior
Vice Minister Shinya Ono of the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), and
Hiroshi Okuda, chairman of the Japan Business Fed-
eration (Nippon Keidanren).

The event's highlight was the ribbon cutting cere-
mony, by which President Prodi together with the other
speakers, the four presidents of the consortium, Mr.
Zepter, Ambassador of the European Union, and Mr.
Hada, former Prime Minister (present member of EU-
Japan MP Association), formally gave birth to the rst
EU Institute in Japan.
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What's Our Purpose?

The “EU Institute in Japan — Tokyo Consortium” has
been established on 1 April 2004 as a centre of aca-
demic excellence in studies and research on the Euro-
pean Union in Japan, and began operations on 1 Oc-
tober 2004. It is the rst EU Institute in Japan, joining
the family of EU Centres already initiated by the Euro-
pean Comission in the US, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand.

On their Summit in Brussels in 2001 the European
Union and Japan decided to launch a “Decade of
Japan-Europe Cooperation”. One outcome of this am-
bitious programme is the establishment of an EU In-

stitute in Japan, the overall objective of which is to
increase the knowledge of, and to enhance the gen-
eral awareness of the European Union in Japan. This
is particularly important in view of the extraordinary
speed of European integration emphasizing the global
role of the EU as a political and economic centre yet
to be properly recognized in Japan — especially com-
pared to the concentration of political, economical and
cultural attention on the US.

As a university based institute our starting point is
EU-related education and research. We want to pro-
vide undergraduate and graduate students with an ex-
tensive programme of courses and research opportuni-
ties on EU issues. For this, we can build on an already
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existing rich offer of EU-related courses of the sin-
gle consortium universities, which now are coordinated
and enlarged by new courses. Within the framework
of our “Certi cate of EU Studies programme” these
courses as well as facilities such as the university li-
braries will be open to all students of each consortium
university. Additionally the EU Documentation Centre
at Hitotsubashi University is open to anybody. Each
year we are offering two scholarships for PhD or post
graduate students to support their research work in Eu-
rope. To support EU-related research our focus will be
on academic exchange with European universities and
institutes. We invite guest professors, promote joint
research projects, and facilitate EU-related seminars,
lectures and international conferences.
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Furthermore, we want to become a major source of
information about the EU for Japanese students and
researchers as well as for the public. In addition to our
homepage (http://euij- tc.org ) we are issuing
this newsletter.

Another focus of EUIJ's activities is the promotion
of outreach activities to raise the level of understand-
ing of the EU. Each year, our schedule will comprise
at least four EU lectures by European visiting scholars,
one international symposium, a couple of workshops,
a business seminar for companies and several public
courses. Through an agreement with the University of
the Air a special EU course will be broadcast starting
from 2006 for the duration of four years.
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For further information please visit the EUIJ homepage:
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This is a new series introducing researchers of the EUIJ member
univer sities talking about their EU related elds of research.
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Fumi Kitagawa, Research and Development Center for Higher Education (RDCHE),

Hitotsubashi University
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Higher Education and Europe of
Knowledge
By Fumi Kitagawa

Many congratulations for the EUIJ on launching a
brand new Newsletter! It is indeed a big pleasure for
me to write about some of my recent observation and
experiences in Europe and share them with readers
in Japan. The topic of this short essay is about “Uni-
versities in Europe”, which seems to suit well with the
purpose and function of the EUIJ — “toincrease knowl-
edge and to enhance the general awareness of the Eu-
ropean Union in Japan' through university-based edu-
cation, research and outreach activities. | am based
at Research and Develoment Center for Higher Ed-
ucation (RDCHE), Hitotsubashi University (http://
www.rdche.hit- u.ac.jp/ ), and we are currently
working on projects to improve university education
and research.

First of all, | am going to tell you about a conference
which | attended earlier this year — Europe of Knowl-
edge 2020 + A vision for university-based research and
innovation, held in Liege in Belgium in April 2004. This
was a very big conference with more than 500 partic-
ipants, most of whom were from European countries.
The conference was held at a very interesting time —
just a few days after the conference, on 1 May, 2004,
the European Union was enlarged to include 10 new
member states, which added further diversities to the
European higher education landscapes.

European universities are at crossroads. They face
pressures to satisfy growing social needs; to pro-
vide useful knowledge for industry; be sources of
entrepreneurialism; to provide space for cultural en-
gagement — and the list goes on ... and pressures
are even multiplied with tighter public nancial provi-
sions! During the Liege conference participants dis-
cussed a wide range of issues including university
autonomy and governance, university-industry rela-
tions and, new demands for research training. For
those of you who would like to know more about the
conference and issues surrounding higher education
in Europe, here is a website of the European Union.
(http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/

conferences/2004/univ/index_en.html )

The conference in Liege needs to be located in a
wider landscape of European higher education which
has been rapidly evolving recently. Since 1998, follow-
ing the Sorbonne and Bologna Declarations, there has
been some convergence (known as Bologna process)
within a "European Higher Education Area’, including
the introduction of an undergraduate-postgraduate ar-
ticulation of quali cations in many European countries.
Furthermore, the process launched by the European
Council at Lisbon in 2000 has stimulated the creation
of "Europe of Knowledge' in order to enhance the com-
petitiveness of Europe which can compete with the rest
of the world such as the US and Japan. These political
environments surrounding universities pose big ques-
tions. Where does the European higher education go?
Is it getting diversi ed with new member states? Is the
convergence real with recent European collective insti-
tutional efforts aiming at the construction of European
Higher Education Area?

In order to answer some of these questions, let us
move on to another conference which | attended very
recently. In September, | e w to Europe again to catch
up with what is going on with universities in Europe.
Centre for Higher Education Policy Studies (CHEPS) at
Twente University in the East of Netherlands is a world-
wide known centre for higher education research. On
the 16th September, CHEPS celebrated its 20th an-
niversary and they held a conference entitled Euro-
pean higher education and research in 2020. This
anniversary conference indeed provided some of the
answers to my questions in the form of “three scenar-
ios” to the future of European higher education. If you
are interested, they have their publication available at
the website. Why don't you take a look at: http:
/lwww.utwente.nl/cheps/documenten/
chepslustrumscenarios08sept04.pdf

Some of the issues that European universities are
facing are very similar to those with which Japanese
universities are now tackling. Of course there are many
differences in national contexts and societal issues, but
with more and more students studying overseas, and a
growing number of educational provisions abroad, uni-
versities in the East and the West need to nd a col-
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laborative approach to deal with problems and share
their knowledge in enhancing international education.
| am sure that the EUIJ is one of the initiatives to make
new dialogues happen between Japan and Europe,
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and provide a bridge between people and institutions.
I wish all the best for the EUIJ with its new endeav-
ors, and | would be happy to work with the EUIJ in the
relevant eld to get the best of both worlds.
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Hitotsubashi University European
Union Documentation Centre

European Documentation Centres (EDCs) are estab-

lished in universities, national libraries and academic

institutions all over the world based on the regulations
by the head of European Commission.

Hitotsubashi University European Documentation
Centre was established in 1991, and holds essential
periodicals such as the Of cial Journal, newsletters
and various materials chiey in the elds of law, eco-
nomics, labor, society, environment, and external af-
fairs published since 1991. Main publications by the
EU are published in all the of cial languages, however,
Hitotsubashi University accepts English version princi-
pally. Several materials in French and other languages
are also available.

Materials are shelved in order of the date of ac-
quisition, not classi ed by subjects, however, you can
search by title words, name of authors, and subject
headings, using online catalog (HERMES) or NACSIS
Webcat.

Who may use the Hitotsubashi EDC?

All resources of the Hitotsubashi EDC are available
for everyone. (Visitors shall Il in a form at the main
counter on the rst oor of the main Building at the
University Library).

Location: 2-1,Naka, Kunitachi-shi, Tokyo, 186-8602
Hitotsubashi University Library, Building for pe-
riodicals

Contact us: Tel: 042-580-8239 (Reference Unit),
042-580-8241 (Interlibrary Loan Unit), 042-580-
8237 (Circulation Unit) Fax: 042-580-8251

Open Hours: Monday to Friday: 9:00-21:30
(semester periods), 9:00-17:00 (vacation pe-
riods), Saturday, Sunday, Holiday: 9:30-16:00
(semester periods only)

Closed: Saturday and Sunday (vacation periods), and
the days when the University Library is closed

Lending Service: Visitors can use the materials only
inside the University Library.

Copy Services: Photocopy service is available in the
University Library. You can use micro forms be-
fore 17:00, Monday to Friday (except Saturday,
Sunday, Holiday). Requests via postal service
shall be directed to the Interlibrary Loan Unit.
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For further information please consult:
http://www.lib.hit- u.ac.jp/service/
guidej/edchome.html
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Events & Activities a ‘'La¥

2004 EUIJ Open Public Courses: 2004EUJE! O 5, ASA S
What is Europe? 8: 6

19 November - 17 December 2004 i ASA $8:

Every Friday 18:30-20:00 2004 1l1a 19A 2004 12a 17h

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Multimedia Room 3\ = RA 18:30 20:00

101 fu« %dO 101pAsz 7zy E
euij.hit- u.ac.jp/pg/clsw.html euij.hit- u.ac.jp/ja/pg/clsw.html
Workshop £ 173%3®

EU-Japan: Corporate Social Responsibility & 5EU iI§ DYG ZA-+AQ<+]|
Changing Wage System — The Role of Trade p >O Tog G R6

Unions 2004 1la 26f 27
26/27 November 2004 i EdO A " a
Hitotsubashi University, Sano Shoin Hall euij.hit- u.ac.jp/ja/pg/clsw.html
euij.hit- u.ac.jp/pg/clsw.html
Oy j A*“\ /| EUZE <}
International Week — EU Symposium 5AJ&8 A, 6
“EU and Peace® 2004 12a 10f
10 December 2004 jl1tEdO 2z8-~E A-x d 4
International Christian University (ICU), Diffendorfer ft o ZzYAy-
Memorial Hall, East Wing Auditorium euij.hit- u.ac.jp/ja/pg/clsw.html

euij.hit- u.ac.jp/pg/clsw.html ’
el « EUJAJA k2)d |

The First EUIJ International Conference ZE’}-

The New Frontier of the European Union EUG 0-AEezy

First session: “How do we teach about the European 2] G 5 EUKB Eld$ 6
Union?” 2 G 5 EUG O0y-E— 6
Second session: “New Topics on the European Union” 2005 1la 10iA (a)

10 Januar 2005 j 1*EdO(cu) D 8§
International Christian University, D-Auditorium euij.hit- u.ac.jp/ja/pg/clsw.html

euij.hit- u.ac.jp/pg/clsw.html
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