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	EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation

Invitation to a public address by Vice-President of the European Commission

	“Common challenges for the competitiveness of the EU and Japan”




[image: image2]

In this conference, Mr. Günter Verheugen, Vice-President of the European Commission, will share with the participants some general reflections about the major challenges both Europe and Japan are faced with (addressing the climate change issue, coping with globalisation, improving our business environment) with a view to identifying common answers to be given. In particular, Mr. Verheugen will call for strengthened economic cooperation between the EU and Japan, insisting on their need to do more together to reinforce their competitiveness and to open their markets on a reciprocal basis. Mr. Verheugen's speech will be followed by Mr. Hisamitsu Arai, President & CEO of the Tokyo Small and Medium Business Investment & Consultation Co., Ltd., who will talk about how Japan and EU should face these challenges and cooperate to create an innovative society.
· Programme  
   
13:15 
Welcome remark by Mr. Julien GUERRIER, General Manager, 
EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation
13:20 
Speech by Mr. Günter VERHEUGEN, Vice-President of the European Commission in charge of 

  Enterprise and Industry
13:40

Speech by Mr. Hisamitsu ARAI, President & CEO, 
                 Tokyo Small and Medium Business Investment & Consultation Co., Ltd.
14:00
Questions & Answers  (~ 14:15 Closing)
· Speakers
Mr Günter VERHEUGEN, former member of the Bundestag (Germany's federal parliament) and Minister of State for European Affairs in the German Foreign Ministry, joined the European Commission in 1999 as Commissioner responsible for enlargement. He managed the EU’s biggest and most complex enlargement process to ten new Member States which joined in May 2004. He became Vice-president of the European Commission in 2004, in charge of Enterprise and Industry, with the role of strengthening Europe’s enterprise culture and industrial competitiveness.

Mr. Hisamitsu ARAI joined the Ministry of International Trade and Industry in 1966. After serving such posts as the Secretary-General for the Secretariat of Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters of the Cabinet Office, he was appointed as the Vice-Minister for International Affairs in 1998. Currently Mr. Arai is the President & CEO for Tokyo Small and Medium Business Investment & Consultation Co., Ltd and is an author of numerous books on IPR policies and strategies.
An acknowledgment of registration will be sent by email. Registration is taken in order of receipt.

(In order to register, kindly fill in and fax the registration by 2 July to (03) 3221 6226 
     I / We (   ) would like to attend the speech on Friday, 4th July 2008..    
■Name: ____________________________________________________________
■Position: ___________________________________________________________
■Company: __________________________________________________________
■Tel: __________________________ ■Fax: ______________________________
■Email: 
Inquiry: EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation (Tel: 03-3221-6161, Contact: Ms. Higuchi)[image: image3.png]



 Date & Time: 		Friday, 4th July 2008, 13:15 - 14:15 


 Place:			Palace Hotel, Golden Room (Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo)


 Site map:       	� HYPERLINK "http://www.palacehotelstokyo.com/access/access.php" ��http://www.palacehotelstokyo.com/access/access.php� 


 Participation:		Free 


 Language:		English/Japanese (simultaneous interpretation)


 Organised by:	       EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation


 Supported by:		Delegation of the European Commission to Japan, 


Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, JETRO








