The 2" EUIJ Students Seminar
Greater Europe: A Report from Brussels
(Sumiko Iwasaki, EUIJ Scholar)

The second EUIJ Students Seminar was held on Friday on 9 September 2006, 13:30-15:30 at the EUIJ
conference room in Hitotsubashi University. This is an informal platform, which aims at exchanging
students views on the EU and building networks among students. These Seminar series are also intended to
develop discussions on major issues concerning the EU and its relationship with Japan.

We invited Mr. Noriyuki Wakisaka, The Asahi Shimbun, as the lecturer for this seminar, who talked under
the title Greater Europe a Report from Brussels . Mr. Wakisaka, who was the Head of Brussels branch of
The Asahi Shimbun from 2001 to 2005, published Dai Oshu no Jidai  Burusseru karano Hokoku from
Iwanami Shinsho in the spring of 2006. In this session, he spoke about a life of correspondents and EU
foreign policy, with a reference to the book. Present at this seminar were not only fifteen students of
Hitotsubashi University, ICU, Seikei University and Waseda University but also the citizens of Kunitachi
City (where Hitotsubashi University is located) who organise other seminars on the EU.

After participants talking about their own interest fields at the beginning, Mr. Wakisaka spoke in detail
about his life as a journalist in Brussels, EU foreign and security policy, environmental policy and the EU
Constitution and so on. Then active questions and answers were developed for more than one hour on East
European countries affairs, the Constitution, the EU response to failure states, the possibility of Turkish
adherence to the EU and discrepancies between the EU elites and citizens. | am pleased to report that this
seminar took place in a face-to-face distance, as expressed in a participant s remark All topics | wanted to
know after reading the book were discussed , and that this was a fruitful session held in a cordial
atmosphere.

We would like to continue this informal seminar to benefit the EUIJ students in view of developing
discussions and furthering view exchanges on the EU, through the invitation of lecturers from various fields.
Not only the EUIJ students but also other students will be welcome, since this is open to anyone who wishes
to learn about the EU!
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